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ANOBIIDJB (Ptinidce).
Antennae nine- to eleven-jointed, often with feeble, three-
jointed club. Tarsi five-jointed, first joint longer than the
second. Head retractile into pro thorax.
A family of some 1,400 widely distributed species, some
species being almost cosmopolitan. In some classifications
the Anobiidce and Ptinidce are placed as separate families;
but it is difficult to say where the distinction lies.
They are all small beetles, but vary somewhat in shape, from
oval-oblong to cylindrical and globular. The majority are
obscurely coloured and pubescent; others are glabrous and
shining.
The antennae are variable, being long and filiform and
inserted on the frons in the Ptinids, and shorter, serrate, or
sometimes feebly clubbed, and inserted on the margins of the
eyes in the Anobiids. The head is in many cases retractile
into the prothorax ; but in some species it is broader than the
thorax. The elytra cover the abdomen, which has five
visible ventral segments. The legs are long, with five-jointed
tarsi.
The larvae of both groups have much the same appearance,
and are small, whitish, fleshy grubs, with curved bodies,
causing them to resemble LameUicorn larvae. They have
short antennae and three pairs of short legs. The habits of
many of the larvae are of economic interest inasmuch as they
bore into timber, furniture, and devour dried farinaceous
matter, books, drugs, tobacco, etc. They bore long tunnels,
doing much damage, and pupate in cocoons in the tunnels.
The larvae and adults of many species live in decaying wood,
while others are found among seeds or in vegetable or animal
matter.
Pic lists the species of the Anobiidce and the Ptinidce as
separate families in the Berlin Catalogue.
The thirty-one British species are dealt with by Fowler.
Among the Anobiids there are several of economic import-
ance. Anobium striatum is the well-known " death watch "
beetle which lives in old furniture and makes the clicking
noise which has given rise to various superstitions. A.